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140 The Young Man's Manual [Dec. 

5. — The Young Man's Manual, Hartford: P. B. Gleason 4" Co\ 
1&36. pp. 142. 

This little book consists of two admirable treatises, one by Presi- 
dent Dwight, on the Genuineness and Authenticity of the New 
Testament; and the other by John Clarke, D. D., being an An- 
swer to the Question, Why are you a Christian ? We sincerely 
recommend to parents who wish their sons to understand something, 
of the foundations on which Christianity rests, to put this book into 
their hands. It is much to be desired that works of this cast should- 
be read by the young, instead of' those whose effect is to inflame the- 
passions, and to excite false sentiment,, thus preventing the pecu- 
liar virtues of the Christian religion from taking root in the heart-. 
The following extract is from the sermon of Dr. Bwight : — 

" To form a perfect character, and to fill it up with such traits, 
as to make it appear like a real, living, acting being, or like one 
who has really lived and acted' in the world, and to give it proper 
and characteristical sentiments and manners, is perhaps, as hard a 
task as was ever undertaken by the human genius. Virgil, one of 
the greatest geniuses, and one of the wisest men of Heathen anti- 
quity, has attempted it, in his iEneas. With his success my rea- 
ders' are sufficiently acquainted. iEneas, in the hands of this great 
master of fine writing, is not only a spiritless and unamiable person, 
but is tinctured, throughout, with grossness and immorality. The 
Heathens, indeed, have not in their poetry, exhibited one amiable 
character, because, as is justly observed by the author of the Ram. 
bier, they were unacquainted with Revelation. They had no virtu- 
ous models from which to copy ; and like other men, were wholly 
unable to form such a character by mere imagination. Their mor- 
als were so gross and their conceptions of virtue so imperfect, that 
the proper features of such a character appear not to have entered 
their conception. 

But what Virgil could not perform each of the four Evangelists 
has in the most finished manner performed. The character of Je- 
sus Christ is wholly that of a real, living, acting person ; as distinct 
as that of Hamlet, or Achilles. At the same time, it is a character 
of finished perfection. All the parts of it are suited entirely to 
each other, and united, constitute, beyond comparison, the fairest 
image of pure, uniform, and exalted virtue, which ever entered in- 
to the human mind. The piety, the benevolence, the wisdom, the- 
integrity, the loveliness of the Redeemer, have had no rival, no- 
second, even in the highest efforts of the noblest imagination. His 
doctrines visibly excel all other doctrines ; his precepts triumph, 
over all other moral rules ; and his conduct leaves out of conapa?«. 
ison every human example." 



